
Dear Fox Chapel Area Family, 
 
Next week, students in kindergarten through fifth grade whose parents and guardians have 
opted for in-person instruction will transition to a five-day-a-week model. While we’re aware that 
cases of COVID-19 are on the rise, both locally and in the state of Pennsylvania, we still intend 
to transition from the hybrid model for these students starting on Thursday, November 5. 
Additionally, the district will continue to offer two fully virtual instructional models. We are also 
considering adding in-person instruction days for students at Dorseyville Middle School and Fox 
Chapel Area High School in the near future. 
 
To inform our decision-making, the school district regularly monitors data from Allegheny County 
and in the ZIP codes within the school district. We also review data from cases in our schools. 
Within our schools, we currently have only two active cases of COVID-19, and there were no 
new known student cases for 21 consecutive days this month. The cases that we experienced 
in our schools seem to be a result of community and family contact. We will continue to monitor 
the cases and review the guidance from the county and state health departments, as well as the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education, as we move forward. 
 
Of course, as stated in Fox Chapel Area’s Return-to-School plan, the district recognizes that 
changing conditions, guidance, and unforeseen needs could result in a change to planned 
instructional models at any time. While the district will strive to maintain in-person learning to the 
maximum extent feasible, certain occurrences or criteria may warrant a sudden change in 
instructional models. 
 
Please know that we will continue to do our best to balance the instructional needs of our 
students with the health and safety needs of our greater school community. There are no easy 
answers, but, rest assured, we will continue to make measured decisions. 
 
With Halloween this weekend and upcoming holidays upon us, I’d again like to remind you and 
your family to please celebrate safely (wear a face covering, practice social distancing, and 
frequently wash your hands) in order to help ensure that we are able to stay healthy as a 
community and keep our students in school. 
 
On a closing note, I’d like to wish good luck to Fox Chapel Area’s girls and boys cross country 
teams, the boys and girls soccer teams, and the field hockey team as they compete in 
postseason competition. Your dedication, teamwork, and perseverance during this time truly 
make us #FCProud. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mary Catherine Reljac, Ed.D. 
Superintendent  
 
 


